Expression of the hepatocyte growth factor receptor in the regenerating rat liver.
The c-met oncogene product is a cell-surface receptor, which ligand is believed to be the hepatocyte growth factor. We studied the expression of c-met oncogene in the regenerating rat liver after either partial hepatectomy or CCl4-induced liver injury. Northern blot analysis showed that after partial hepatectomy the transcripts of c-met decreased at 8 h, reached the minimum at 36 h, and returned to the steady level on the seventh day. In contrast with the hepatectomized liver, the transcripts of c-met increased after CCl4 treatment. These observations suggest that c-met transcription may be regulated differently depending on regeneration signals.